The Church is the house of many rooms – catholicity

(From Seeking Spirituality by Ronald Rolheiser OMI)

One of the marks of being a church is catholicity. All Christians, not just Roman Catholics, teach that. What is meant by that? To be catholic is not the opposite of being protestant. Protestants too claim the name catholic and the 'protest' of the original Protestant reformers was not, in essence, so much a protest against the pope and Roman Catholicism as it was a protest for God, for God's holiness, and against anything that would limit the catholicity of God's heart. 

What does it mean to be catholic? Jesus gave the best definition of the term when he said: 'In my Father's house there are many rooms' (John 14:2). This is not a description of a certain geography in heaven but a revelation of breadth of God's heart. The bosom of God is not a ghetto. God has a catholic heart - in that catholic means universal, wide, all-encompassing. The opposite of a catholic is a fundamentalist, a person who has a heart with one room. Thus, any spirituality of the Church needs to emphasise wide loyalties and inclusivity. To belong to a church is to be loyal to many things, not just to one thing. 

A healthy member of a church community does not pick, in an either/or fashion, between having boundaries or emphasising freedom, between believing in defined doctrines or emphasising individual conscience, between the gift of legitimate institutionalised authority or the importance of individual charism, between the role of ordained ministers and the priesthood of all people, between the needs of the local community and the needs of the larger universal Church, between what the gifted artist brings to the community and what the poorest of the poor brings, between liberal and conservative, between old and new, or even between what is being said by those church members who are still alive and those others who have died but with whom we are still in vital communion. To be a member of a church is not to choose between these. It is to choose them all. Like our God in heaven, we too need a heart with many rooms. The true mark of church is wide loyalties.

